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Easter Confirmation, on the persons'of tidy little girls; while the
best pieces of it were employed to decorate some virtuous burgher
maiden on her marriage-day. In furnishing such children and
poor little girls, Natalia had a singular delight; though, as I
must here remark, she showed not the smallest love, or if I may
say it, smallest need, of a dependence upon any visible or invisible
Being, such as I had in my youth so strongly manifested.
When I also thought that the younger sister, on that same
day, would wear my jewels and pearls at court, I could see with
peace my possessions, like my body, given back to the elements.
The children waxed apace: to my comfort, they are healthy,
handsome, clever creatures. That my uncle keeps them from me,
I endure without repining: when staying in the neighbourhood,
or even in town, they seldom see me.
A singular personage, regarded as a French Clergyman, though
no one rightly knows his history, has been intrusted with the o\er-
sight of all these children. He has them taught in various places;
they are put to board now here, now there.
At first I could perceive no plan whatever in this mode of edu-
cation ; till at last our Doctor told me the Abbe had convinced
my uncle, that in order to accomplish anything by education, we
must first become acquainted with the pupil's tendencies and
wishes; that these once ascertained, he ought to be transported
to a situation where he may, as speedily as possible, content the
former and attain the latter; and so if he have been mistaken,
may still in time perceive his error; and at last having found
what suits him, may hold the faster by it, may the more diligently
fashion himself according to it. I wish this strange experiment
may prosper: with such excellent natures it is perhaps possible.
But there is one peculiarity in these instructors, which I never
shall approve of: they study to seclude the children from what-
ever might awaken them to an acquaintance with themselves and
with the invisible, sole, faithful Friend. I often take it ill of my
uncle that, on this account, he considers me dangerous for the
little ones. Thus in practice there is no man tolerant! Many
assure us that they willingly leave each to take his own way; yet
all endeavour to exclude from action every one that does not think
as they do.
This removal of the children troubles me the more, the more
I am convinced of the reality of my belief. How can it fail to
have a heavenlv origin, an actual object, when in practice it is so

